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Free  speech  ruling  to  have  broad  affect 

Religious  liberty  tested 

in  former  fire  chief  case  nAA  / 


FED  JUDGE STOKES 
TX.  ABORTION  LAW 

AUSTIN,  Texai,  (BP)  -  A 
federal  judge  Ijlocked  a 
Texas  law  Nov  22  armed  at 
protecting  un|om  babies 
from  dismemlerment 
abortions.  U  S  District 
Judge  Lee  Ys(  kel.  a  George 
W.  flush  nominee  to  the 
federal  bench  placed  a 
permanent  injunction  on 
Senate  8iH  8.  calling  the 
legislation  unconstitutional. 
'We  wifl  defend  Senate  Bill 
8  all  the  way  to  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  if  necessary.' 
said  Texas  Attorney  General 
Ken  Paxton  Mississippi. 
Arkansas.  Alabama.  Kansas, 
Louisiana.  Oklahoma  and 
West  Virginia  also  have  dis¬ 
memberment  abortion  bans 
currently  on  the  books 


ATLANTA  (BP  and  local  re-  viewpoint  and  mandat 
ports)  —  A  federal  court  is  ious  levels  of  govemm 
weighing  not  only  former  Kevin  Theriot,  the 
Atlanta  fire  chief  Kelvin  Co-  Defending  Freedom  ( 
chran's  right  to  express  his  be-  nior  counsel  who  repre* 
liefs  but  the  right  of  others  to  chran  in  the  hearing,  to 
do  so  as  well,  religious  liberty  Press  (BP)  in  an  e-mail 


DiLBECK  IS  NOMINEE 
FOR  TOP  OKtA.  POST 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  - 
Baptist  General  Convention 
ol  Oklahoma  (8GC0)  board 
members  will  meet  Dec.  T1 
to  consider  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  make  Hence  OrtbecV. 
pastor  of  Quail  Springs 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City  • 
since  2003.  the  next  BGCO 
executive  director-tieosumi 
replacing  the  retiring  An¬ 
thony  Jordan  Dilbeck  is  a 
native  of  Pwvhuska.  Okie 
He  holds  a  bachelor  of  am 
in  religion  degree  from  Okla¬ 
homa  Baptist  University  m 
Shawnee,  and  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  and  doctor  of  meustry 
degrees  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft.  Worm 


ins  that  homosexual  behavior 
is  unmoral. 

Cochran  has  requested  that 
May  issue  a  summary  judgment 
in  nis  favor,  while  the  city  of 
Atlanta  has  asked  the  same  for 
itself.  At  the  hearing.  May  indi¬ 
cated  a  jury  trial  fa  likely  next 
spring  on 
cover  in  a 


issue  in  December,  The  Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution  reported. 

The  case  is  one  of  a  mount¬ 
ing  number  involving  employ¬ 
ees  or  business  owners  whose 
religious  convictions  about  such 
issues  as  same  sex  marriage  and 
homosexuality  dash  with  the 


COCHRAN 


TIDENCE  LANE  RESTS 
IN  PLACE  OF  HONOR 

WHfTESBURG.  famr  (BP)  - 
The  remains  of  Baptist  pas¬ 
toral  pionees  Tideuee  Lane 
have  been  moved  to  the 
grounds  of  the  Tennessee 
church  he  helped  found  m 
1786  Lane,  a  Revolutionary 
War  veteran,  was  remterred 
Oct  21  on  the  property  of 
First  Church  m  Whitesburg. 
which  was  founded  as  Bent 
Creek  Church.  Mrs  remains 
previously  had  been  in  a 
lamrfy  cemetery  in  Mortis 


the  new  burial  site  His  ordi¬ 
nal  burial  site  was  given  to 
his  familv  ci  ,  iirt  of  a  land 
grant  from  the  state  ol  North 
Carolina  for  his  service  in  the 
Revofubonary  War 


Be  joyful  -  always? 


There  are  a  few  verses  that  most 
Christ  followers  at  least,  sort  of, 
know  by  heart,  like  John  3:16, 
Hebrews  lui,  or  this  one: 

“Be  joyful  always;  pray  continu¬ 
ally;  give  thanks  in  all  circumstances, 
for  this  is  God’s  will  for  you  in  Christ 


“Be  joyful  always;  pi 
ally;  give  thanks  in  all 

aJT 5_  n — K  ..411  4U 

Jesus*  (1  Thessalonians  V.16-18). 

It’s  a  strange  passage  coming  from 
someone  like  the  Apostle  Paul.  He’d 
been  bitten  by  snakes,  shipwrecked, 
beaten  within  an  inch  of  us  life  on 
numerous  occasions,  often  aban¬ 
doned  by  his  friends,  and  maligned 
by  people  about  whom  he  cared  -  and 
yet.  he  stresses  the  obedience  of  joy 
and  thankfulness  almost  as  much  as  he 
stresses  grace  and'faith. 

Make  no  mistake:  this  is  an  issue 
of  obedience.  Often  we  think  of  joy 
and  gratitude  in  the  realm  of  feelings. 
Either  we  feel  joyful  or  thankful,  or  we 
don’t.  When  we  ted  it,  we  do  it.  Obedi¬ 
ence  doesn’t  work  that  way. 

Our  gratitude  is  not  a  question  of 
whether  we  feel  thankful  but  whether 
we  are  willing  to  obey  this  command 
from  the  Lord.  Is  there  a  difference 
between  giving  thanks  in  all  circum¬ 
stances  and  giving  thanks  for  all  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

If  there  is,  it  means  that  no  matter 
what  situation  yon  find  yourself  in, 
there  is  always  something  for  which  to 
be  thankful  for.  You  may  not  be  thank¬ 
ful  for  suffering,  pain,  hardship,  or 
persecution,  but  there  are  other  things 
to  lift  your  heart.  When  you  consider 
everything  that  the  Lota  is,  all  that  He 
continues  to  do  in  the  world,  and  the 
nett  world  waiting  for  the  believer, 
there  are  plenty  of  reasons  to  say 
_tjianks,  no  matter  what  happens  to  be 
going  on.  a 

If  there’s  not  a  difference,  it  means 
you  believe  that  every  circumstance, 
regardless  of  how  devastating  or  mar 
velous,  has  come  from  God.  Since  you 
know  God  is  for  you,  not  against  you, 
you  can  be  thankful  for  the  circum¬ 
stance  even  if  you  are  doing  so  in  faith. 
You  are  thankful  became  you  believe 


Guest  opinion 

with  Michael  Kelley 


Whose  side  are  you  on? 


Another  football  season  is  words  spoken  about  one  of  our 

shout  to  pass  since  the  scan-  churches  in  Mississippi:  Our 
dal  at  Penn  State  erupted.  We  most  saddening  and  sobering 
all  remember  the  storyline.  Jerry  finding  is  the  total  disregard  for 

Sandusky  worked  for  decades  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  child 

the  school's  icon,  head  football  victims  by  the  most  senior  leaders 

roach  Joe  Patemo,  who  himself  of  this  church.* 
had  been  coaching  at  the  univer-  Let  that  statement  ring  in  your 

sity  since  the  1960s.  Sandusky  was  ears  for  a  little  while,  and  then 
convicted  of  nioiestingyoung  boys,  think  about  your  church.  Are  there 
allegedly  using  his  influence  in  the  security  programs  in  place  when- 
athletic  department  to  groom  and  ever  children  are  under  the  care  of 
seduce  the  children.  your  church?  Is  there  a  screening 

The  sordid  details  of  what  went  process  in  place  to  root  out  sex  of- 
on  in  the  showers  of  the  athletic  fenders  before  they  can  get  access 
department,  in  the  basement  of  to  children?  Is  there  a  church  staff 
the  Sandusky  home,  on  road  trips  member  (or  volunteer  in  many 
with  the  Penn  State  football  team,  churches)  who  U  pereooaUy  re- 
and  who  knows  where  else  are  too  sponsible  for  seeing  that  these 
repulsive  to  describe  in  a  fam  measures  are  in  place,  utilised,  ami 

ilv  newspaper.  Suffice  to  say  that  frequently  updated? 
many  young  lives  were  irrevocably  Churches  and  schools  are  teem- 
almedbv  3*  evil  action*  of  this  ing  with  potential  victim*  for  pedo 


by  university  official*  at  the  highest  children  in  their  care,  but  is  the  one 
levels  to  protect  the  prestige  of  the  harried  volunteer  in  your  church's 
unive  rsitv  and  to  keep  secure  their  preschool  department  on  Sunday 
own  jobs  and  reputations,  at  the  morning  up  to  the  task  of  protect- 

rxpense  of  the  children.  ing  all  the  children  who  show  up? 

Accor iii ug  to  a  highly  critical  Just  as  importantly,  what  would 

report  compiled  byrormer  Federal  you  do  if  you  personally  witnessed  a 
Bureau  of  Investigation  heed  Louie  criminal  act  against  a  child  on  your 
Freeh  at  the  hebest  of  the  univer-  church’s  grounds?  What  if  you  were 
sity  and  disputed  by  the  Palermo  told  of  the  criminal  act  by  someone 

fumih ,  offic  ials  it  the  top  of  the  else?  Would  you  sweep  it  under  the 

athletic  department  and  even  the  rug,  as  the  leaders  at  Penn  State 


grounds  of  the  university. 

In  Freeh's  opinion,  there  was 
more  than  enough  evidence  to 
move  on  Sandusky  at  least  a  decadt 
ago  -  and  pi  obahly  much  longer  A 
credible  report  of  a  naked  Sandusk 
and  an  equally  naked  boy  in  Penn 
State  athletic  department  showers 
should  have  been  enough  to  promc 
athletic  leaders  and  university  ad-. 
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r  mouth  shut  about 
be  part  of  a  wich?-r; 
Would  you  stop  to 
t’i  at  stake  for  the  < 


November  30,  201 7  Tnt  Baptist  Rbtok 


Montana  Southern  Baptist  myself,  pretending  that  I  don  t 
Convention  understand  or  1  dont  know, 
__________________  .Webley  said,  having  realized  his 

options  were  to  stop  going  to 
would  read  from  the  Bible,  and  church  and  live  the  life  fie  want- 
I  remember  sitting  there  going,  ed  and  go  to  hell,  or  eve  his  life 
There’s  such  power  in  that.'  to  Christ  and  serve  Him. 

'I  was  taken  aback  by  the  “It  was  kind  of  a  no  brainer 
Word  of  God.”  at  that  point,”  so  Webley  went 

After  the  service,  no  one  ap-  forward  that  Sunday  and  gave 
proached  Webley  to  talk.  When  his  life  to  Christ  at  the  age  of  28. 
he  got  home,  his  wife  Melissa  when  he  went  home,  fie  went 
didn't  believe  he  had  been  through  his  house  and  gath- 
to  church.  He  went  back  the  ered  up  his  heavy  metal  shirts 
next  Sunday,  this  time  as  well-  and  CDs  —  anything  he  thought 
dressed  as  he  could  manage.  God  wouldn't  want  in  his  house 
Soon  he  acknowledged  he  —  threw  then,  ;n  a  burn  barrel 
needed  to  clean  up  his  life  in  the  backyard,  dumped  gas  on 
—  no  more  selling  drugs,  no  the  pile,  and  lit  it. 
more  fighting.  ”1  told  God,  ‘Whatever  You 

“1  was  going  to  try  to  be  a  want  to  do  with  my  life.  I’ll  do 
better  person,”  Webley  said.  it,"  he  recalled. 

He  moved  his  family  up  to  The  pastor  suggested  Webley 

Montana  where  he  was  raised,  might  be  helped  in  tns  walk  if 
so  he  could  escape  the  influence  he  met  with  the  youth  on  Sun- 
ofhis  friends  in  Nevada.  days  rather  than  the  adults.  One 

The  Web  leys  had  lived  there  Sunday  the  teacher  didnt  show 
about  six  months  when  Melissa  up,  and  Foote  asked  Webley  to 
asked  if  they  were  going  to  look  teach  the  lesion.  He  had  00  idea 
for  a  church.  Webley  replied,  what  to  do  but  simply  went  by 

“Why  would  we  go  to  church?  the  lesson  plan.  _ 

We're  doing  so  good.”  Before  long,  he  became  the 

He  had  stopped  selling  youth  pastor, 
drugs.  He  said  there  was  very  Seven  years  later.  Foote 
little  fighting,  and  he  was  only  began  nudging  •  ''■ebfev 
■smoking  pot  and  drinking.”  ward  leading  a  church  plant  in 
T  thought  God  wuuxi  be  Noxon,  about  an  hour  south  of 
pleased  wt*  me  because  1  cleaned  Troy  .  Noxon  was  the  last  ptare 
STmylife  so  well,”  Webley  said  Webley  wanted  to  go.  When  he 
•f thought  church  was  just  where  passed  Noxon  on  the  mtewtate, 
vou  learned  to  dean  up."  he  couldnt  even  bear  to  look 

^*At  Melissa's  insistence,  they  over  t  Award  the  town  because 
a™,  around  and  found  Troy  of  bad  memories. 


when  they  passed  a  little  white 
Baptist  church  building  in  the 
Nevada  community. 

“1  absolutely  never  went  to 
church  down  there,  but  1  could 
feel  God  pulling  me  in  that  di¬ 
rection.”  Webley  recounted. 
‘He  was  telling  me  1  needed  to 
get  into  church.” 

Webley  had  a  very  recogniz¬ 
able  eight-inch  jet  lift  on  his 
‘78  Chevy,  so  he  parked  be¬ 
hind  the  church  in  hopes  his 
buddies  wouldn’t  drive  by  and 
see  his  truck. 

1  remember  walking  into 
church  with  Sara  and  every  per¬ 
son  in  that  congregation  knew 
me,  and  1  think  they  were  flab¬ 
bergasted  to  see  me  coming 
through  those  doors,”  Webley 


group. 


woman  approached  mm  anu  ™ 

said  two  items  were  particularly  a  few  years.  This  summer  they 
important  to  the  church.  First,  budt  a  new  worship  renter 
she  explained,  they  had  a  pot-  The about™ 
luck  every  Sunday  after  church  people  has  changed  as  wcti-A 
and  SEStdhS  assurance  that  few  years  ago  there  was  a  had 
the  politicks  could  continue.  drug  problem  'but  weeded 
Secondly,  they  ‘didn't  want  up  getting  that  cleared  up.  We- 
a  lot  of  new  people  coming  in,”  bleysaid. 

■she  Stressed  That  church  has  a  tranen 

1  “She  said  There's  a  had  ele-  dous  impuct  on  that  town,  Foote 
ment  here  in  Noxon  and  these  told  HP.  "It  has  radicaBy  trans 
people  that  come  in  ruin  the  formed  that  town  and  Jims 
fellowship  and  ruin  the  unity  ministry  there  is  phenomenal- 
of  the  church,  and  we  just  don  t  Webley  is  hiv.x  anoial,  also 
w  ant  a  whole  lot  of  these  people  working  m  rarpenUy  and  as 
coming  in,”  Webley  said.  guide  -  or  deerand  elk  hunting 

Webley  told  the  search  Barrett  Duke,  executive  <u 
committee  that  he  expected  of  the  Mcmtana  SrwAera 

church  members  to  give  up  Baptist Cnnvcntam. t'ddBF We^ 
their  seats  for  new  people,  ami  Mey  is  a 
if  they  called  him  as  pastor  maVmg  of  a  fai^o- Paul  d* 
they  Would  not  have  another  ciple.  Before  l.hnst.  “JP* 
potlurk  until  the- spiritual  IS  with  h|s  U>ts  ..pniis  he- f<  Iki 
siie  was  cleared  up.  men  with  a  terrifying  tenuity' 

They  called  hint  as  pastor  Today,  he  fights  with  spiritual 
and  the  first  Sunday,  when  he  w canons  for  his  follow  mat  with 
told  them  that  would  be  their  (^id  glorifying  detrnninatKm 


be  trying  to  be  fur 
made  me  madder. 


The  Word  of  God  says.'  and  he 


CANADA 


Idaho 


Wyoming 
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usual  tu  jesus  words  mat  will  give  as 
peace  in  the  mast  of  the  turmoD. 

•Parcel  leave  wit1  you,  my  peace  1  give 
unto  you:  not  a*  the  world  giveth,  lave  I 

unto  you"  (John  iSJXfl.  Jesus  is  teffing 

us  that  He  wffl  be  widi  us  in  every  da>  in 

every  way ,  that  he  will  walk  with  us  when 
the  storm  clouds  are  approaching  and  still 

be  therewith  us  when  the  sun  bursts  forth 

on  anew  day.  Thist  Him  and  give  thanks 
tor  His  presence  in  your  life. 

That  brings  me  to  the  third  item  1 
am  daily  and  eternally  thankful  that  we 
have  a  living,  vibrant  faith.  It  is  a  faith 
centered  on  Jesus  Christ,  our  ever-living 
Savior.  It  is  not  a  life  anchored  just  in 
arcumstances.  It  may  shift  like  the  wind 
but  it  is  a  hope  that  is  anchored  in  Jesus 
Christ  who  is  the  same  yesterday  and  will 
be  the  same  all  future  days  (Heb.  13  8) 
Atsome  point,  every  one  of  us  will  deal 
wath  disruptions  in  our  lives.  The  shift 
ot  landscape  and  circumstances  crash 
m  on  aD  of  us,  and  the  spin-up  of  some 
tornadic  wind  will  either  come  your  w  as 
ordoeeby. 


Jim  Futral.  extern ive  director- treasurer 
Conveation  Board 


Post-Thanksgiving  Thoughts 


Tnankamving  generally  comes  ami  goes 
so  quickly.  We  move  on  to  whatever  is  ,  ,  . 

next,  but  before  I  turn  loose  of  Thanks-  “*2“  -  (Matt  6:11),  we  could  insert 
Jjvmg  and  move  into  Christmas  mode  anoUjer  phrrwe:  ‘  ..and  help  us  not  to 

I  d  Eke  to  share  with  you  some  reflec-  1.  “’W™  to  eat  everything  in  sigh 

tews  about  Thanksgjving.  a  day  that  I'm  confident  that  many  of  you  were 

continues  to  live  in  all  ofour  lives.  thoughtful  enough  at  Thanksgiving  to 

One  reflection  is  this:  Thanksgiving  ph"*  "tth  those  with  whom  you  may 
has  to  do  with  food.  I  am  sothaX-™  <»“emamtact  (or  actively  soug) 

ful  that  my  family  had  far  too  much  to  out)  who  didrrthave  enough.  Also,  we 
ert.  rather  than  having to  "«rftofor«t  them  on  the  days 

whether  they  woSdhf ve 

a*V35Ess£s&. 

asstfsSs&ss  msssisscsss!: 

have  another  meal  we  are  worried  **  whe” 

SS S^saaSP-  ftagS3? 


that  Thanksgiving  affords  us  a  gkrrious 

opportunity  to  pause  and  thank  God  for 

s£»s&&is3$M3e 

tme  for  every  one  of  us,  the  believer  can 


even 
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Shooting  massacres  won  t  stop 
churches'  mission,  leaders  say 


SEEKING  A  FART-TIME  MWtSTER  OF 

YOUTH.  The  Cbtirch  «  located  it  Pertury 
ston  MS  and  is  adiacent  to  Pertbnaton 
Camps  *  Mwsssw  Gul  Coast  Com¬ 
munity  College  Please  send  rasane  to 
Amanda  Cloy.  Perttraton  BapOsI  Ctxircii, 
PO  Box  263  Perttmslon.  MS  39573  oc 
•mad  10  arae1312Qyahoo  com 
SOUTHWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BROOKHAVEN,  MS.  SEEWNG  PART 
TIME  MUSIC  MWSTER.  Send  tesume  to 
An^e  King  at  kteHangefiivanoo  coir, 
WYNNOALE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TERRY, 
MS  IS  TAKING  RESUMES  FOR  THE 
POSITION  OF  FMANCIAL  SECRETARY 
This  posilon  s  20  las  Keenly.  FanNar 
with  Mictcao!l  Excel  ia  recommended  and 
|  experience  edit  PoemO-urdi  exxxd  be 


>■  First  Church,  Quitman,  is 

hostinga  retirement  celebration 
for  AMD  Grady  CroweD  Dec.  2, 
2-4pjn.  RSVP  to  Bethany  Mor¬ 
gan  at  (6oi)776^748- 

►  Fkwvood  Church,  Ro- 

wood,  will  hold  a  dedication 
service  for  their  new  worship 
center  on  Dec.  3  at  10  a  jn.  Allen 
Stephens,  guest  speaker. 

►  Salem  Church,  Lake,  will 
present  The  Browder’s  in  concert 
Decio,6pjn. 

*•  Bethel  Church.  Columbus, 
is  presenting  the  musical  The  Birth 
is  Only  the  Beginning  Dec.  16, 5 
and  7  pm,  and  Dec.  17,6  p.m. 


SUTHERLAND  SPRINGS,  I 

1  r  if  inlwBlBTi'i?'  if  fek  fBSk 

,<•11  Moore.  prt-M.ient  ■>)  the  M-  »  B 

Southern  H.iptiM  Kthics  nto.Ar||A^  J 

Ktiigi  .11-  i 

Nit  .rttt'-i:  ■&!;  \  fw  'Vtti&Hmm:- 

•  no  '*Tr  V 

t-r-i  ha-  'h.-.-ii  .iti-mptc.:  T*  A  HBBT. 

vtanth  mrr  the  centuries  i , 

around  the  .vorld  t>>  cold.  r,i 

tional  governments  and  ter- 

rorist  groups  —  all  thinking  FAITH'S  ECHO  —  U  S  Vice-President  Mike  Pence  s 
that  they  could,  by  the  trauma  g  memor,a|  service  in  Floresville,  Texas  near  th 

of  violence,  snuff  out  church-  thg  Nov  5  shooting  massacre  at  First  Church.  Suthei 
^h’.ireheSeTnVontl^dinee  'from  "Whatever  animated  the  evil  that  descended  on  that 
one  anther  day.  rf  the  attacker’s  desire  was  to  silence  the  test, m 

•Such  violent  tactics  always  he  fatted.'  Pence  said  The  voice  ot  faith,  the  witn- 
end  up  with  the  exact  opposite  in  that  small  church  in  that  smalt  town  now  echo  .s 
of  what  the  intimidators  in-  world  '  (Photo  courtesy  of  the  Southern  Baptist  TEX, 

tend:  a  resilient  church  that,  if  -. 

anything,  moves  forward  with  think  we  could  have  before,  as  nightmares, 
even  more  purpose  than  be-  Laster  said,  "and  not  just  from  thoughts  of  revet 
fore,"  Moore  wrote.  a  shooting  perspective  but  in  Nevertheless, 

For  some,  the  Sutherland  other  ways.  Any  time  you've  John  Stone  told 
Springs  slayings  called  to  mind  gone  through  something  that  decades  later, 
previous  church  shootings  traumatic,  it  either  makes  you  “As  painful  « 
like  a  1999  incident  at  Wedg-  or  breaks  you.  If  you  allow  member,  it  is  a 
wood  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  it  to,  it  can  damage  the  you  don  t  want 
Texas;  a  2009  incident  at  First  church  body."  .  cause  u  you  do 

Church  in  Maryville,  It;  and  a  In  subsequent  years,  Wedg-  get  the  faithful! 
1080  incident  at  First  Church  wood  Church  has  been  able  Hi» 
in  Daingerfield,  Texas.  to  help  sister  churches  that  true.  In  all  t hi 

Moore  wrote  that  those  who  experienced  violence,  indud-  for  the  good  of 
kill  followers  of  Jesus  appar-  ing  First  Church  in  Maryville  Hint  and  who  h. 
ently  assume  "that  gunfire  or  when  its  pastor  Fred  Winters  according  to  Hi 
poison  gas  or  mass  behead-  was  fatally  shot  while  preach-  The  Daingert 
mes  wilfshow  Christians  how  ing  at  a  2009  worship  service  day  continues  tc 
"fweHess  we  are.  That  is  true.  Then-Wedgwood  Church  pas-  east  Texas  comr 
¥hey  assume  that  this  sense  tor  Al  Meredith  spent  a  week-  average  wort  hij 
ofpowerlessness  will  rob  the  end  with  the  Maryville  church,  11 to. «~r<bn*  b 
community  of  its  will  to  be  the  comforting  and  helping  the  ^hernBaptu 
church.  That  is  false."  congregation.  Laster  said.  AnnualChurch 

Because  of  Christ’s  cruel-  Nate  Adams,  executive  di-  •*»{»*  V.,h 
fixion  and  resurrection,  death  rector  of  the  Illinois  Baptist  »W  BP the  at 
is  not  the  endpoint  for  Chris-  State  Association,  said  that  of  First  Unirih 
liana!  Moore  vyrote.  -mat’s  in  the  eight  years  since  the 
why  churches  long  have  stood  Maryville  shooting.  Gods  (.,l’urt^;HS“ln,) 
firm  and  even  flourished  amid  grace  has  eclipsed  that  tragedy  .  His  child 
violence.  To  eradicate  church-  over  and  over  again.  '  •  "  M  rf'«  d  t 

es,  our  opponents  will  need  a  rhe  people  and  the  lead* r-  solv id  'f 

better  strategy  ’  ship  there  have  trusted  Him  fort  to  the  bet  it 

Southern  Baptist  congrega-  through  pain  and  then  healing  '-‘nd  Spring 
tions  that  have  experienced  and  then  renewal  and  then  the  I °m  xr 

shootings  offer  testimony  to  good  that  only  God  can  bring  tee  so  for  th* 
support  Moore’s  assertions.  out  of  such  pain,  Adams  told  navesiinenyu 
leff  Uster  then  a  South-  HP  in  written  comments.  acncy  to  cornu 

western  Seminary  student  and  Those  who  were  there  that  t  hrisi. #  “'""K1 
head  of  facilities  for  Wedg  day.  and  those  of  u»  who  were  Yet  anotmr  ■ 
wood  Church,  was  among  touched  deeply  by  it  later,  are  experience  vu 
the  wounded.  He  told  Baptist  somehow  stronger  and  dex pt  r  <K  >  Mother  L 
Press  (BP)  the  church  has  not  and  closer  to  the  lord  because  N,,  ttu  th  i 
allowed  Satan  to  claim  a  vie-  of  it  and  that  s  a 1  mirae  !e  ha  in  charleston, 
torv  due  to  the  shooting.  onlv  God  can  bring  out  of  (  s 

Hundreds  have  been  hap-  such  tragedy  P  j 

tized>at  Wedgwood  Church  in  Another  ongregatioi  o  ex  n«  Atncan 
ti  - ensuing  vearv.  said  Uster.  uerien, .  1  Sod*  st.  id, mg  hand  shippfr*  at  M 
who  IS  now  the  -church’s  as  following  violence  was  First  " if  ip  ’.h L  t’r 

s,v*  ixtp  nastor  for  administra-  Church  in  Daingertield.  Texas  told  Bl  th.  11, 
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Mission:  Dignity  — 
lifeline  for  Christ’s 
servants  in  need 


up  a  preacher's  daughter,  Este- 
la  Rangel  had  only  one  request 
of  her  husband  David  when 
they  married;  “Never  become 
a  pastor.* 

As  a  child,  she  bad  felt  pres¬ 
sure  to  be  perfect  in  the  eyes  of 


ORDINATION  SERVICE  -  Jorge  Santiago,  his  wile  Rebeca.  and  their  two  children  Sebastian  and 
Sophia  posa  for  a  family  photo  attar  his  ordination  in  Maryland  before  moving  in  July  to  serve  as 
church  planting  missionaries  In  Puerto  Rico  -  soon  to  be  devastated  by  Hurricane  Maria.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  of  Jorge  Santiago) 


Hurricane  has  opened  many 
doors,  NAMB  missionary  says 


rased  to  support  him  but  not  that  she  could  be  assisted  as 
»boleheairte($y.’  well.  Not  loos  after  applying,  Es- 

The  Rangel-'  served  for  five  tela  learned  that  she  would*** 
years  before  Estela  began  to  receive  a  monthly  grant  horn 
fed  as  though  she  had  fully  sur-  Mission:  Dignity, 
rendered  to  her  life  as  a  pester  s  Now,  mother  and  daughter 
wife.  “1  realized  that  I  had  to  are  able  to  worry  less  about  mak- 
stup  asking.  "What  are  people  ingendsmeet 
going  to  soy  and  think  about  While  fclitela  and  Jasefe  both 
meT  and  dart  asking,  What  is  said  they  miss  their  husbands, 
God  going  to  do  anonow  can  1  they  see  signs  of  God’s  feithfol- 
be  a  part  of  ll?~  ness  every  day.  In  feci,  just  last 

Nat  long  rifer  Karel*  began  to  spring  aia  gensaticais  of  theft- 
embrace  bo- call  to  ministry  as  a  family  joined  together  to  ode- 
pastors  wife,  David  chose  to  step  brate  Josefa’s  900!  birthday, 
away  from  posturing  for  a  time.  Reflecting  on  her  life  sb  a  pas- 

The  Rangels  knew  that  if  they  tor’s  wife  she  wasn't  always  sure 
were  going  to  lead  a  church,  they  she  warned,  Estela  is  thankful 
both  needed  to  he  all  in.  she  trusted  in  and  ultimately  xur- 

When  the  time  came  to  return  rendered  to  God’s  plan, 
to  the  pastorale,  they  promised  “God  promises  He  will 
ooc  another  —  ami  the  Lord  —  never  leave  us  or  forsake  us,’ 
they  would  give  too*.  “It's  like  she  said,  ’and  that  is  the  most 
we  read  in  the  Old  Testament  wonderful  feeling.’ 


’God  gave  us  the  privilege  to 
show  the  people  how  committed 
we  are  to  them  and  to  God,’ Jorge 
said.  "We  get  to  live  the  Gospel  by 
serving  the  people.' 

Initially,  Jorge  and  hie  family 
had  been  planning  to  start  church 
services  in  January.  Hurricane 
Maria  changed  those  plans,  how¬ 
ever,  and  Sunday,  Nov.  12,  Jorge 


COMETtO.  Puerto  Rico  (BP)  - 

Even  in  the  aftermath  of  Puerto 
Rico’s  devastation  from  Hurri¬ 
cane  Maria,  church  planting  mis¬ 
sionary  Jorge  Santiago  has  been 
experiencing  the  truth  of  Romans 
8.28  that  aB  things  can  work  to- 
other  for  rood. 

In  July,  Jorge  and  his  wife  Re¬ 
beca  moved  to  Puerto  Rico  with 

their  two  children  Sebastian  and  we  haven’t  stopped  giving  to  the 
Sophia  to  serve  as  North  Ameri-  People  everything  that  comes 
can  Misjron  Board  (NAMB)  our  way.  -  , — ^  „  „ 

church  planting  missionaries  Joiy  and  his  family  have  been  a  hot  meaL 

in  OomerioTamunicipality  of  work  minister^  in  Com-  - 

20,000  about  ;jo  miles  south  of  erio,  leaving  for  the  town  around 
San  Juan.  4:30  m  the  morning  and  not  re- 

•Right  after  the  storm,  we  just  turning  to  their  base  in  San  Lo- 
focuaed  on  helping  people.  We  reran,  30  miles  to  toe  east,  until 
started  looking  for  resources,  8:30  or  9:00  at  night, 
food,  and  water  so  that  we  could  Rebeca  manages  the  wash- 
take  it  to  Onmofo.' Jorge  recalled,  ing  machines  wUe  Jorge  travels 

Southern  Baptist  pastors  on  around  searching  far  food  and 
the  island  have  rallied  together  water  and  distributing  what  he  is 
with  pastors  from  other  clenomi-  able  to  find, 
nations  to  help  one  another  in  Jorge  received  one  of 
their  mission  to  serve  those  in  tor  ppeks  that  NAMB’s ! 
need.  As  Jorge  prayed  and  ven-  lief  ministry  sent  to  Pue 
tured  to  find  food  and  other  re-  He  said  toe  package  arr 
sources,  he  noticed  both  from  time  when  he  was  havi 
personal  experience  and  others'  culty  finding  resources, 
stories  just  now  difficult  it  was  to  Jorge  said  whenever 
wash  dothes  by  hand.  to  ona  search,  he  would 

Jorge  saw  different  groups 
passing  out  food  and  water  hut 
no  one  was'  seeking  to  meet  the 
need  of  helping  people  clean 
theft  clothes. 

"My  wife's  dad  is  a  pastor 
w  hose  church  sent  11  some  mon 
ey,’  Jorge  said  Most  of  the  mon- 


Visit  sencfreliet.org  to  volunteer 
or  donate  funds  to  the  continu¬ 
ing  disaster  relief  efforts  for 
men.  women  and  children  m 
Puerto  Rico  who  still  need  aid 
as  they  recover  from  the  devas¬ 
tation  ot  Hurricane  Marta  * 


had  the 


whom  you  wul  serve...  But  as  for  Editor’s  note:  Mission:  Digni- 
me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  ly,  online  at  rnissiondignitgorg, 
the  Lonf  (Joshua  24:15.  NKJV).’  provides  financial  assistance  tv 
That  ton  did.  Estela  and  more  than  ijtoo  retired  South- 
Dsvid  faithfully  ministered  for  em  Baptist  ministers,  workers, 
35  years,  starting  four  Spanish-  and  their  widows  through  the 
speaking  churches  and  taking  generous  donations  of  Southern 


community  was^ien.  “People 

what  my  church  is,  but  I  don't 
even  have  -a  church  yet.  They 
kept  asking  me  the  time  of  the 
service,  and  they  wanted  to 
hear  the  Word  of  God.' 

Their  plan  is  to  keep  gather 
ing  with  people  every  Sunday 
and  preaching  the  Word.  The 
WHy  that  Jorge  and  Rebeca  have 

I _  _ _ _ _ been  serving  the  community  in 

three  days  of  not  finding  arty-  the  name  of  Jesus  has  opened 
thing,  he  received  a  phone  call  the  door  for  toe  Gospel  and  marie 
telling  him  to  go  to  the  Send  Re-  him  eager  to  preach 
lief  warehouse.  “We  are  not  here  to  play  or 

“Then,  when  I  saw  [the  pastor  waste  our  time  or  God’s  time 
package],  I  started  crying  because  Jorge  said.  “We  are  here  with  a 
1  saw  all  the  things  they  brought  mission,  and  we  are  here  to  ac 
tous,' Santiago  recounted.  oomplish  our  mission.' 

—  — - » - The  generator  that  was  indud-  Jorge  continues  to  move  n>- 

aoquire  three  mote  washing  ed  in  the  package  ia  bring  used  ward  an  official  launch  for  the 
machines  and  start  a  cumin  u  to  power  some  of  the  washing  church  but  in  the  meantime,  he 
rdty  outreach  called  Proyecto  Mi  machines  for  My  Oran  Clothes  and  other  churches  like  his  will 
Ropa  IJmpU  (My  Clean  Clothes  Project,  and  the  other  fond  and  make  tae  of  resources  that  ar 
Project).  *God  hasn’t  stopped  reaources  have  been  a  boost  for  rive  through  financial  donations 
giving  to  ua,"  Jorge  arid,  and  his  ministry  to  the  community  made  through  Send  Relief. 


JUST  GETTING  BY  -  Estela  Rangel  (left)  and  her  mother  Jo- 
sets  de  La  Rosa,  pastors  widows,  see  MisstonDtgrxty  as  an  im¬ 
portant  component  in  the  lives  of  needy  retired  pesters  and  their 
widows  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Guide  Stone  Financial  Resources) 
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New  surgery  technique  exciting  to  pro-lifers 

HOUSTON  (BP  and  '  local-  ly  and  then  operated  on  the  child  nal  column  and  the  amniotic  mother  told  the  Times  "This  surgery  and  the  T  imes  report - 

reports)  —  Surgeons  at  Texas  through  tiny  slits  in  the  womb,  fluid,  which  becomes  toxic  to  baby  if  going  to  be  so  loved.*  ing  of  it  represents.  "What  we 

Children  ’s  Hospital  in  Houston  The  New  York  Times  reported.  the  exposed  nerves,  would  likely  .  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  prcsi-  see  here  is  4  chink  in  the  pro- 

recently  performed  an  innova-  Doctors  diagnosed  the  baby"!  cause  more  damage  over  time.  dent  of  Southern  Seminary  abortion  armor.  What  we  see 
bve  new  surgery  on  an  unborn  spina  bifida  condition  follow-  Initially,  doctors  pushed  for  in  Louisville  and  a  WORLD  here  is  irrefutable  evidence, 
baby  boy  at  24  weeks  gestation  ing  an  ultrasound  at  13  weeks,  an  abortion  but  the  parents  board  member,  pointed  out  in  even  visual  as  well  as  verbal  evi- 

that  is  sure  to  add  authority  to  Spina  bifida  is  a  birth  defect  in  chose  to  give  their  little  boy  a  his  podcast  The  Briefing  the  deuce,  of  what  it  means  that  un- 

the  pro-life  argument,  disputed  vmich  the  spinal  column  does  chance  through  the  experimen-  contradiction  between  secu-  bom  life  in  the  womb  is  a  baby." 

by  abortion  supporters,  that  not  close  completely  during  ges-  tal  operation.  The  parents  know  lar  news  media's  support  of 

what  is  growing  in  a  mother's  tation,  leasing-nerves  exposed,  their  baby  will  still  likely  suffer  the  cutting-edge  surgery-  and  a  Editor's  note:  Used  by  per- 

bodv  is  actually  a  thriving  hu-  It  can  cause  both  cognitive  and  some  damage  from  the  defect,  woman’s  legal  right  to  abort  her  mission  of  WORLD  Neivs  Ser- 

man  being  and  not  just  a  *prod-  physical  disabilities.  but  they  hope  the  procedure  unborn  baby,  calling  it  “a  form  vice,  a  division  of  WORLD 

uct  of  conception  *  The  medical  team  told  the  will  enhance  his  quality  of  life.  of  undisguised  moral  insanity."  Magazine  (11vrldmag.com) 

Doctors  removed  the  mother’s  parents  their  baby's  brain  stem  "We're  strong  believers  in  God.  Mohler  added  that  people  based  in  Asheville.  N.C.  Edited 

uterus  hut  left  it  attached  internal-  was  slipping  down  into  the  spi-  and  we’re  at  peace,’  the  grand-  .  should  be  thankful  for  whar  this  for  style. 


Missionary's  retirement  doesn't  mean  he's  finished 


HURRICANE,  W  Va.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  When  God 
first  called  Bill  Barker  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Appalachia  in  the 
spring  of  2001,  the  veteran 
pastor  of  more  than  30  years  — 
and  a  native  of  the  region  —  got 
down  on  his  knees  and  prayed. 

"Lord,  what  is  the  message 
I  need  to  take?"  Barker  said  he 
asked  God. 

The  answer  to  his  prayer 
•came  through  Scripture  in 
Matthew  9:35-38,  the  passage 
where  Jesus  sees  the  multi¬ 
tudes  and  is  moved  with  com¬ 
passion:  "The  harvest  is  abun¬ 
dant,  but  the  workers  are  few. 
Therefore,  pray  to  the  Lord  of 


JNipuSl  tllUIUlCB  a^asx 

more  than  one  million  short¬ 
term  volunteers  to  the  region. 
Another  300  people  have 
moved  there  to  serve  full  time. 

Barker  is  retiring  at  the  end 
of  December  after  more  than 
16  years  as  a  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  mis¬ 
sionary.  He  has  also  overseen 
the  Mississippi  River  Ministry 
(MRM),  which  includes  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  sinft:  2012. 

The  two  organizations  are 
NAMB  ministries  that  mobilize 
Southern  Baptists  to  meet  the 
spiritual  and  physical  needs  of 
the  two  regions  through  evan¬ 
gelism,  church  planting,  and 
church  strengthening 

As  Barker  looked  back  over 

his  missionary'  service,  he  not¬ 
ed  several  developments  that 
stand  out. 

A  Gospel  tract  written  by- 
ARM  volunteers  has  been  dis¬ 
tributed  to  more  than  t.6  mil¬ 
lion  people.  The  tract  led  to  a 
correspondence  Bible  class  ini¬ 
tiated  by  ARM,  now  led  by  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  completed  by 
more  than  5,000  people. 

Hundreds  have  come  to 
faith  in  Christ  through  it,  in¬ 
cluding  several  dozen  men 
in  prison. 


Barker  has  also  appreciated 
the  opportunity  to  connect 
with  arm  speak  to  thousands 
of  Southern  Baptists,  travel¬ 
ing  over  a  million  miles  during 
the  course  of  his  ministry.  In  a 
typical  year,  he  has  spoken  at 
125  churches,  10-20  Baptist 
associations,  and  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  groups. 

"God  has  enabled  me  to  be 
out  there  and  be  among  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  and  *alk  about 
His  work,"  Barker  jiid  of  the 
ministry  that  has  ed  to  77.000 
professions  of  faith.  "It  has 
been  a  marvel  to  see  God  use 
this  old  boy  from  the  head  of 
a  hollow  in  West  Virginia  in  a 


throughout  Appalachian  and 
Mississippi  River  regions,  ex¬ 
panding  from  300  shoeboxes 
in  2012  to  an  expectation  of 
65,000  backpacks  this  year. 

Miracles  like  that  have  been 
plentiful  in  Barker's  experience. 
*1  wake  up  every  raornuu;  won¬ 
dering  what  miracle  God  is  go¬ 
ing  to  do  today,”  he  said.  Tve 
seen  God  do  small  miracles.  I’ve 
seen  Him  do  big  miracles." 

Barker  started  seeing  those 
miracles  in  his  first  year  with 
ARM.  In  February  2002, 
he  visited  Larry  and  Bessie 
McPeek  to  team  more  about 
their  ministry  helping  young 
mothers  keep  their  babies.  In 
the  three  months  before  Bark¬ 
er  arrived  they’d  helped  180 
women,  but  they  were  broke. 

*1  have  no  money  to  give 
you,’  Barker  told  the  couple 
before  praying  with  them  and 
leaving.  That  night  a  call  came 
to  Barker's  cellphone  in  a  loca¬ 
tion  where  he  typically  did  not 
have  cell  coverage  and  hasn't 
since.  It  was  from  a  woman 
who  had  heard  Barker  speak  at 
her  church  two  weeks  earlier  in 
South  Carolina. 

"God  has  given  me  the 
ability  to  understand  invest- 


RETIRING  —  Bill  Barker,  director  of  Appalachian  Regional  Ministry,  picks  up  donated  clothes  sent  to 
the  ministry  in  an  assortment  of  cardboard  boxes  After  16  years  of  service  as  a  North  American  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  missionary.  Barker  is  retiring  at  the  end  of  this  year  (NAMB  photo) 

ments  and  I  received  an  in-  "Mr.  Barker.  I  bate  to  tell  en  signed  up  to  be  a  part  of  the 


ments,  and  I  received  an  in¬ 
heritance,"  the  woman  told 
Barker.  "1  want  to  send  you 
the  tithe  off  of  that  to  help 
people  in  Kentucky.  God  has 
tola  me  people  in  Kentucky 
need  help.’ 

Barker  thought  the  woman 
would  send  him  $20  or  so.  Two 
days  later  he  received  a  check 
from  her  for  $10,000,  which 
substantially  helped  fund  the 
McPeeks'  pro-life  ministry. 

Miracles  have  kept  coming. 
Just  a  few  years  ago.  Barker 
got  a  call  from  a  woman  in 
Jacksonville,  FI.,  who  had 
four  boxes  of  discontinued 
baby  clothes  she  wanted  to 
give.  F.ach  box  had  around  40 
outfits,  but  there  was  a  catch. 
Someone  had  to  pay  for  the 
shipping  —  about  $20  per  box. 

Barker  started  calling  min¬ 
istries  in  Appalachia  that  he 
believed  could  use  the  cloth¬ 
ing  but  none  of  them  could 
pay  for  the  shipping.  The  next 
day  he  got  another  call  from 
the  woman  in  Jacksonville. 


you  this.  We  don't  have  four 
boxes  of  baby  clothes,"  the 
woman  told  him.  "To  tell  you 
the  truth,  I  have  26  pallets  of 
baby  items.  If  you  could  tell 
me  where  they  need  to  go,  I've 
called  in  a  favor  and  can  get 
i]  hauled  from  Jacksonville 
to  anywhere  in  Kentucky  or 
West  Virginia,  provided  it's 
on  the  Interstate.” 

Meanwhile,  unknown  to 
Barker,  Keith  Decker  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Ridge  Ministries  in  east¬ 
ern  Kentucky  had  noticed 
an  overwhelming  number  of 
poorly  clothed,  malnourished 
babies  in  their  area.  Wanting 
to  help,  Decker  and  his  write 
decided  to  host  a  baby  shower 
for  the  mothers. 

On  the  same  Friday  Bark 
er  had  received  the  first  call 
from  the  Jacksonville  woman. 
Decker  had  posted  a  notice  on 
Faoebook  about  the  shower, 
imping  to  help  15-50  women 
thanks  to  a  partner  in  South 
Carolina.  Instead,  1,000  worn- 


baby  shower. 

Just  moments  after  Barkt  r 
learned  about  the  26  pallets 
of  baby. clothes.  Decker  callid 
him  in  a  panic  over  the  situ¬ 
ation.  When  the  two  realized, 
the  unique  timing  of  the  two 
calls,  they  knew  God  had  come 
through  again. 

“It  has  been  16-and-a-half 
years  of  miracles  like  those," 
Barker  said. 

Barker  expects  to  stay  active 
in  Appalachian  ministry  after 
his  retirement,  hut  he  doesn't 
yet  know  where  that  will  be. 
NAM  U  s  work  in  ilie  region 
will  continue  through  a  new 
Send  Relief  ministry  hub  lo¬ 
cated  in  Kentucky. 

“1  am  grateful  to  Southern 
Baptists  for  their  support  of 
Cooperative  Program  missions 
and  of  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Faster  Offering  and  their  slate 
missions  offerings  in  those 
partnership  stales,"  Barker 
said  "Those  are  the  offerings 
that  have  funded  this  work  " 
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NASHVILLE  IBP  and  local  ‘Our  prayer  is  for  LifeWay 
reDorts)  —  After  closing  its  Christian  Stores  to  be  a  place 
icorUc  downtown  Nashville  where  people  can  find  great 
store  in  2016  due  to  a  prop-  ministry  resources  and  lel- 
ertv  sale  LifeWay  Christian  lowship,  Rainer  said. 

Stores  has  moved  into  a  sue-  The  Capitol  View  store  *nll 
cessor  store  on  the  campus  of  be  LifeWay' s  fifth  m  the  Ni  sh- 
the  Southern  Baptist  entity’s  vilie  area.  In  operation  tor 
new  corporate  headquarters  more  than  90  years,  Lite  Vay 
in  Nashville.  Christian  Stores  is  the  lai  gest 

LifeWay'  President  and  Christian  bookstore  chan  in 
CEO  Thom  S.  Rainer  said  tj,e  United  States  with  more 
he  is  excited  about  LifeWay  ,han  170  stores  nationwide. 
Stores'  dow'itown  return.  The  The  stores  are  owned  and 
former  faci  *tty  at  10th  Avenue  operated  by  LifeWay  Cl  iris- 
and  Broadway,  open  since  t;an  Resources,  formerly 
i960,  was  "losed  in  January  as  the  Baptist  Sir  .day 

2016  after  LifeWay  sold  its  Scboo)  Board,  with  headc  uar- 
complex  of  buildings  in  prep-  ters  in  Nashville.  The  non- 
aration  for  building  its  new  profjt  publishing  and  retail 
headquarters.  company  is  known  for  pub- 

'NashviUe  has  been  a  great  Ushing  best-selUng  author 
paitner  to  LifeWayfor  more  Be(h  Moore,  the  New  York 
than  125  years,  Rainer  Mid.  Times  bestseUer  The  Love 
'We  are  glad  to  1>are  the  Christian  Standard 

serve  the  downtown  Nashville  £  tranglation  and  other 

“  ,"a  b”uS5^iJPi£2n!°'‘lE'rii” 

nfw  store  is  located  ian,  Southaven,  and  Tupelo, 
at  One  LifeWay  Plaza  in  the  For  more  information  and 
Capitol  View  development  store  locator  service,  vil 
along  11th  Avenue  Nortn.  Hfeway.com. 


By  Doug  Mize 
Correpondent 

When  Martin  Luther 
banged  his  mallet  into  the 

door  of  Castle  _ 

Church  in  Wit-  I 

tenberg  500 
years  ago,  he 
corrected  the 

church  and  its  |  w  | 

leaders.  Today.  1  * 

as  we  lament  Wf’ 

the  downturn 
in  baptisms 
and  ministry 

effectiveness  in  many  of  our 
ctMrches,  it  seems  a  good 
time  to  correct  ourselves. 

Luther's  95  Theses  were 
built  under  the  authority  of 
Scripture.  That  is  where  we 
must  turn  again.  So,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Five  Soles,  here 
are  five  biblical  charges  to 
embrace  for  a  modern-day 
Reformation: 

■  Thus  says  the  Lord. 
Preaching  entails  sharing 
God's  truth,  not  our  own. 

A  preacher  must  allow  the 
Scripture  to  speak,  not  use  the 
Bible  as  a  "jumping  off  point 
to  spin  our  own  ideas.  Bring¬ 
ing  the  Scripture  to  light, 
including  application  mom  the 
text,  istfie  only  way  to  wield 
the  prophetic  voice,  “Thus 
say*  the  Lord." 


a  Word  from  God.  It  seems  message  that  would  r  nave 
more  in  vogue  to  suggest  we  you  kicked  out  of  a  newish 
do  not  have  answerTfroro  synagogue  or  M uslim  mosque, 

God,  than  that  we  do.  then  you  are  not  doing  it 

Every  Sunday,  however,  l  right.  Sermons  without  Chrr*. 
stand  in  front  of  people  with  are  a  major  epidemic  to- 
a  great  need  to  hear  what  God  day.  We  must  agree  with  the 
sa vs  and  little  need  for  what  Apostle  Paul,  Woe  is  me  if  1 
1  say.  To  quote  Spurgeon:  do  not  preach  the  Gospel. 

*Tms  is  the  trowel  and  this  ■  Am  I  trying  to  please 

the  hammer  of  God’s  build-  God  or  men?  Luther  was 
era,  this  the  trumpet  of  his  asked  to  recant  his  beliefs 
watchmen  and  the  sword  of  when  he  was  on  trial  at  tne 
his  warriors.  Woe  to  the  man  Diet  of  Worms.  His  response 
who...  shall  preach  unto  you  sends  us  proud  chills,  Here  1 
anything  but  a  Thu*  saith  stand,  I  can  do  no  other.  In 

the  Lord,’  no  matter  what  our  that  spirit,  pastors  must  relv 
.  character  or  standing,  give  no  on  core  convictions  centered 
heed  to  us,  but  cleave  unto  the  on  pleasing  God  instead  of 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  *  surrendering  to  ministry 

■  Woe  is  to  me  if  I  do  pragmatism, 
not  preach  the  Gospel.  Our  churches  are :  being 

Do  not  assume  you  will  hear  ravaged  by  those  who  con- 
the  Gospel  in  every  church.  A  stantly  run  after  a  type  of 
few  years  ago  I  listened  to  the  success  in  ministry  centered 
latest  sermons  of  tr  of  the  on  success  in  the  eyes  of  man, 
better-known  preachers,  doc-  not  God.  Many  preachers  fall 
umenting  each  time  a  tenet  of  victim  to  pragmatism  m  an 
the  Gospel  was  explained  as  attempt  to  impress  others, 
well  as  each  mention  of  We  must  not  think  too  much 

Jesus'  name.  Almost  half  of  of  ourselves,  overcompen- 

the  sermons  did  not  explai  n  sating  with  attempts  to  wax 

the  Gospel  -  at  all  Worse,  eloquently  in  language,  or  to 

one-third  of  the  messages  dazxle  others  in  our  appear- 
never  mentioned  the  name  ance  or  gestures.  If  that  was 
of  Christ.  the  way  to  do  ministry,  rt 

Many  of  these  messages  would  leave  out  both  John 
could  have  been  preached  the  Baptist  and  Jesus, 

verbatim  for  religious  groups  When  a  pastor  acquiesce* 

who  deny  Christ  as  Savior  his  leadership  to  do  whatever 


many  who  are  not  committed  the  tough  task  oL 
to  It  personalty.  So  many  of  ing  our  actions.  V 
our  churches  nave  no  zeal  for  president  of  Sout 
evangelism  and  pulpits  devoid  Seminary  in  Wak 
of  its  importance.  Tne  word  est.  N.C.,  puts  it  t 
evangelism  has  been  deemed  to  us  ministers: 
bv  some  as  out  of  date.  we  are  shepherds 

Yet  Paul  commended  young  under-shepherds 
Timothy  to  lead  others  by  his  Shepherds  who  U 
example  of  evangelism.  It  is  footsteps  of  the  I 
difficult  to  think  of  a  scenario  herd'  (John  10:11 
that  will  reverse  our  churches'  Shepherd'  (l  Fet« 
steep  decline  in  baptisms  ‘Great  Shepherd' 

and  church  growth  without  a  13:20),  to  love  ar 
return  to  the  key  reason  Jesus  their  sheep. ’ 
came  to  the  earth:  To  seek  These  five  bibl 

and  save  the  lost.  lives  will  lead  us 

■  Feed  my  sheep.  After  purpose  and  true 
Peter  denied  Jesus,  he  was  in  Gospel  ministr 
rei rotated  with  Jesus'  chal-  to  get  back  to  eac 
lenge  to  ‘feed  my  sheep."  for  much  is  at  sta 
Peter  later  commended  other 
pastors  to  “shepherd  the  Mize  is  senior 

flock  among  you."  .It-su-.  a*  K'hiurri  n< 

the  Good  Shepherd,  tens  us  His  commentary 
that  He  lays  down  his  life  for  Here  courtesy  of 
<  ep  '  As  linden shep- 
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Church  security:  Training, 
certification  boost  security 

Qcrniun  lu  a  _  _ _ _  " 


T  OJ  OFYSO  OAZ  GJLRO,  NSL 
PLRTAATAR  OAZ  NSL  LAZTAR,  HOTNS 
NSL  FGEZ,  CSTQS  TH,  OAZ  CSTQS  COH 
OAZ  CSTQS  TH  NG  QGJL,  NSL 

OFJTRSNB. 


P^rmerabers  wffl  be  doing  and  where  they  will  be 
located  during  an  ongoing  emergency. 

^-h,  each  mem- 
selmil  S  Tef?  B  assigned  a  strategically 

of,t^e  team  raerabere  are  also 
primarily  to  protect  the 
pastor,  but  are  available  to  intervene  in  any  emer- 
gency-Ihe  team  is  afv™,  ready  to  respo^iS 
a  visitor  or  a  member  becomes  disruptive 
Somr of  the  «r~ty-  tcai.,  uarmbers  vi 
as  doorkeepers  and  greeters.  Should  they 


By  Chester  L.  Quarles  (1944-2013) 
Correspondent 

Ron  Aguiar,  securi 
Christian  Church  in 

church  - - -  ^  U1  „ 

States.  He  designed  a  comprehensive 
ministry  for  the  mega-church, 
multi-acre  campus  and  14  build 
With  the  approval  of  his  pasto 

training  to  all  ushers,  deacons,  a _ 

J5‘5®a*2l  “*nmunigmon  devices  to  alert  others 


ty  director  for  the  Southeast 
^misville,  Ky.,  directs  one 
security  units  in  the  United 
----- — i.J  security 
which  includes  a 


security  team  tnemlxTs  volunteer 
7  ’  :~y  observe 

ie  parking  lot  or  ne.ir  the  church 
mmediately  initiate  radio  contact 
1  members;  lock  the  doors  to  the 
,  and  use  other  appropriate  deter- 

,  ?n>;  lay?red  security  approach  are 
to  stop  trouble  before  it  intensifies,  or  to  prevent 
houbfe  completely.  By  being  vigilant  theGuIrd 
£"*?  “**  welcoming  committee,  and  Nehemiahs 

cS^ftiS^.tr°Ublemake-"  ****  th- 

The  Apostle  Peter  praised  vigilance-  “Be  sober 
bevigilant;  because  your  adversary  the  devil  walks 

w  IfKSJgf ,on- seektaK  whom  he  cia> d<- 

Kc  is  not  to  be  lightly  considered. 

Be  sure  that  >wir  risk  assessment  is  reasonable  and 

*V™emher  *0  discuss  the  church 
*rcuntypohaes  and  plans  with  the  police  or  sheriffs 
department,  your  local  prosecut  or,  and  your  insurer. 

1  ‘1nforJlin£  your  membership  is  a  must!  Some 
^  ™t  members  will  be  repelled  by  these 
procedures,  but  reneraliy  these  applications  re¬ 
sult  m  a  membership  that  feels  safer  in  tk**  i 


Submission  Guidelines  '■* 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
PjW»»r#phS  of  append  events  that  take  place  «,  cooperaung 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secufai 
or  CHXsiPe  organizations  wtB  not  be  published.  * 

“referred  method:  news  mav  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
msssege  segment  of  an  email  form  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  Of  neatly  punted  on  8  1/2  by  11-tnch  pa- 
P«f  and  mailed  AH  articles  must  be  received  in  writing,  no  ar¬ 
ticles  will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present 
virus  threats  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  moke  articles  concise  Include  the  who,  what  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 


address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  win  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  clear,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people  No  landscape-  building-,  or  object-only  photographs  will 
be  pnnted  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or. returned  All  news  items  ere  subject  to 
editing,  and  ail  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
Pubhcatron  date  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are 
hot  mean  to  bo  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Baa  530,  Jackson. 
MS  39206-0630  FAX  (601)  292-3330  Email  baptist  record* 

nibcb-Oiy. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

|  Find  '*  in  ,ht*  One  who  is  tfie  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 

‘  tk  'n  Vour  own  words: 

W  *  jk  ^  i-<,rd,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
3.  I  believe  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

'  4-  By  faith,  I  invite  lesus  Christ  into  my  life. 

From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  mv  Savior  and  lord  ) 
Bt/f  as  roam  received  him.  to  them  he  f-jxe  the  ri^ht  to  become  children  of 
Cod.  e» hi  to  those  oho  believe  in  hi s  name."  t/ohn  t-12l 
It  vou  make  .1  tletis.on  lor  C  hrist  lodav,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  .hurth 

for  spiritual  guidanc e. 
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fS  OF  HOjv, 


Kayesstory  has  a  happy  ending 
walked  a  dark  and  destructive  path, 
bad  relationships  and  tremendous  { 
turned  to  drugs  to  numb  tbftjwnu 
Soon  Kajfp  found  herself  broken, 


daily.  She  had  hit  bottom. 

But  God  wasn’t  done  with  Kaye 

and  her  boys.  There  was  hope  on 

the  horizon. 

Desperate  to  make  a  new 


Sunday  School  Lessons  for  December  3,  2017 


The  Gospel  Message  •  Acts  13:26-39 


1  am  thrilled  our  lessons  this  quar¬ 
ter  come  from  the  book  of  Acts  for  it  is 
the  story  of  the  church’s  beginning  and 
flourishing  after  Jesus'  ascension.  It  is  a 
story  of  courage,  steadfastness,  and  obe¬ 
dience,  which  we  need  in  great  quanti¬ 
ties  today.  The  author  is  Luke,  who  also 
wrote  the  gospel,  Luke.  One  could  read 
the  gospel  of  Luke  and  continue  into 
the  book  of  Acts  without  a  break  for  it  is 
one  story.  He  writes  in  great  detail  the 
events  in  both  books,  perhaps  because 
he  is  addressing  his  writings  to  Gentiles 
who  had  little  knowledge  of  Jewish  tra¬ 
ditions  and  teachings,  therefore  giving 
us  a  front  row  view  of  our  inheritance. 
Although  this  Quarter's  lessons  begin  in 
chapter  13,  as  Paul  begins  his  mission¬ 
ary  journeys,  I  encourage  you  to  read* 
chapters  1-12  before  beginning.  We  learn 
much  from  this  is  our  church  history  and 
it  is  soul  stirring. 

Although  this  week's  lesson  begins  in 
Acts  13:26,  I  want  to  address  passages 
previous  to  these.  The  CSB  Bible  de¬ 
scribes  Chapter  13  as  'Preparing  for  the 
Mission  Field."  The  first  model  to  the 
modern-day  church  is  that  there  must  be 
preparation  for  any  missions!  endeavor. 
This  preparation,  however,  was  not  in 
gathering  supplies  and  funds  but  in 
something  much  more  important.  Acts 


i3:2-4a  "While  they  were  worshiping  the 
Lord  and  fasting,  the  Holy  Spirit  said, 
‘Set  apart  for  me  Barnabas  ana  Saul  for 
the  work  to  which  1  have  called  them.' 
Then  after  they  had  fasted,  prayed  and 
laid  hands  on  them,  they  sent  them  off... 
by  the  Holy  Spirit..."  (CSB)  Please  note 
it  was  while  the  church  was  worshiping 
and  fasting  that  the  Holy  Spirit  spoke. 
There  was  great  power  in  this  first  mis¬ 
sionary  journey  because  they  went 
through  the 
leading  of 
the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Today  we 
occasion¬ 
ally  speak 
about  the 
Holy  Spirit 
but  through¬ 
out  the  book 
of  Acts,  we 

read  words  like:  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
or  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  a  church 
body  desires  to  be  missional,  it  must  be 
led  by,  led  to,  and  led  through  the  Holy 
Spirit’s  guidance.  Often,  we  'go'  only 
because  it  is  expected  but  with  little 
thought  of  the  Spirit's  requirements.  We 
announce  a  mission  trip  destination  and 
then  encourage  people  to  sign  up.  While 


this  might  not  be  wrong,  mission  trips 
which  I  have  participated  that  did  not 
fully  consult  the  Holy  Spirit  in  prayer 
ana  fasting  had  some  difficulties.  Con¬ 
sequently,  after  arrival  and  discovering 
the  facilities  were  not  suitable,  grumbling 
and  complaining  began.  It  was  not  long 
until  the  work  became  about  “us"  not  the 
people  nor  the  message  we  were  to  share. 

If  we  are  going  to  truly  look  at  the  book 
of  Acts  and  apply  it,  may  1  suggest  that 
any  minis¬ 
try  we  do  for 
Christ  must 
be  done  only 
at  the  call 
and  leading 
of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Be¬ 
cause  they 
were  obedi¬ 
ent  to  the 
Spirit,  Paul 

and  Barnabas  spoke  with  power  and  many 
were  drawn  to  it-  We  rejoice  when  that  is 
the  case  but  be  aware  all  things  did  not 
go  well  on  this  first  missionary  journey. 
They  were  faced  with  sorcery,  jealousy, 
and  conflict  as  they  preached  tne  word. 
Had  they  not  been  sent  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
thev  would  not  have  been  able  to  endure 
and  speak  with  boldness  and  power.  On 


Explore  the  Bi! 

with  C\ndi  Grace 


their  own,  they  would  have  given  up  but 
instead,  they  were  unflinching. 

They  were  given  the  words  to  say  and 
we  read  them  in  verses  26-41.  These  were 
powerfully  convicting  words  delivered  in 
boldness.  While  some  rejoiced,  not  ev- 
etyone  was  eager  to  hear  as  the  religious 
leaders  intentionally  incited  prominent 
men  and  women  to  stir  up  persecution 
toward  these  newly  appointed  mission¬ 
aries,  eventually  expelling  them,  (verse 
50)  That  would  not  be  a  good  ending  to 
any  mission  trip!  Then  we  read  in  verse 
52:  “And  the  disciples  were  filled  with 
ioy  and  the  Holy  Spirit."  Because  they 
had  the  Holy  Spirit  they  were  not  d  s- 
mayed  or  discouraged. 

The  call  to  “go"  is  given  to  all  of  us  in 
the  Great  Commission  but  if  we  do  it  in 
our  own  strength  or  because  we  have  to, 
we  will  not  have  His  power  and  often  we 
will  fail.  The  lesson  our  congregations 
can  learn  from  Acts  13  is  our  heed  for 
intense  prayer  and  fasting— relying  on 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  us.  When  we  do. 
He  will  guide  us  to  the  words  to  say  and 
give  us  power  to  endure  the  hardships  of 
spreading  the  gospel. 

Grace  is  a  Bible  teacher  and  confer¬ 
ence  speaker  and  is  a  member  of  Pint 
Church,  Clinton. 


Jesus  Calls  •  Mark  1:14-20 

It  has  been  said  before,  "A  baby 
changes  everything."  No  doubt  if  you 
are  a  parent,  grandparent,  or  an  older 
sibling,  ypu  can  relate  to  the  sentiment. 

Bear  in  mind,  most  of  the  changes  are 
positive  ones,  even  if  they  are  often 
challenging  Young  parents  will  learn 
to  navigate  through  sleepless  nights, 
feedings,  diaper  changes,  fevers,  vac¬ 
cines,  and  tears.  After  a  while,  the 
good  times  come  in  greater  frequency 
and  you  quickly  lose  count  of  the  more 
stressful  aspects  of  having  a  newborn. 

First -time  parents  will  find  themselves 
acting  and  talking  in  unexpected  ways 
they  never  thought  \  ossible.  That  is 
not  to  mention  grandparents  who 
seemingly  lose  their  mind;  in  euphoria 
when  they  are  around  thei.  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

I  cannot  be  too  quick  to  judge  those 
who  act  a  bit  unusual  around  their 
Children.  I  recall  when  my  oldest 
daughter  was  4  years  old  and  our  fam¬ 
ily  had  recently  moved  to  a  new  pas¬ 
torate.  Relocating  is  tough  on  anyone, 
but  especially  children.  She  was  lonely . 

»tQl  trying  to  make  friends  and  learn 
ing  her  new  surroundings.  It  was  more 
than  this  daddy  could  stand  One  dav 
I  announced  that  she  ami  1  would  he 
leaving  after  lunch  to  go  to  the  moon' 

Her  eyes  lit  up.  she  was  ecstatic  and 


coukl  not  wait  to  make  the  journey  of 
a  lifetime. 

We  gathered  pots  and  pans  from  the 
kitchen  for  space  helmets,  a  blanket  to 
keep  us  warm  on  the  moon's  surface, 
ana  a  flashlight  to  help  us  see  in  our 
travels.  We  made  our  way  into  the  walk- 
in  closet,  closed  the  door  behind  us  and 
cut  the  lights  off.  After  we  were  seated,  1 
began  to  make  the  noise  of  a  shuttle,  and 
shook  as  we  “took  off."  On  the  day  my 
firstborn  and  I  “went  to  the  moon"  we 
“saw"  shoot¬ 
ing  stars, 

the  planets, 
and  the  blue 

we  Bible  Studies  for 

return*! home  Mwith  Bobby  McKa 

after  a  hit, 

but  not  lie-  I 

fore  the 

memories 

were  made  of  our  great  adventure 

Over  the  next  seven  sessions.  wre  will 
study  a  few  of  Ihe  powerful  examples 
demonstrating  how  Jesus  changes 
everything.  Whether  it  was  the  wav 
Christ  taught.  His  saving  power,  abil 
ity  to  heal  or  even  the  way  Hi1  meets 
our  needs;  when  Christ  is  in  our  midst, 
things  will  change  for  the  better! 


The  text  for  the  session  this  week  is 
Mark  1:14-20  and  it  provides  a  glimpse 
into  the  early  ministry  of  our  Lord.  We 
read  of  some  of  the  earliest  recorded 
words  and  actions  after  the  temptation 
of  Christ  following  His  baptism.  His 
message?  Repent!  Repentance,  while 
an  unpopular  subject  these  days  in  most 
pulpits,  is  essential  for  salvation.  Let  that 
ring  in  your  ears  for  a  moment.  Anyont' 
a rxT ev  eryone  that  comes  to  a  saving  faith 
in  Jesus  must  first  repent  of  their  sins 
and  confess 

^  _  their  need  of 

,  forgiveness. 

jju  i  v  Further- 

■  \  more,  we  as 

Lite  Christians 

should  not 

jg  grow 

1  our 

to 

x  turn  from 
our  sins  and 

seek  His  holiness  on  a  daily  basis 

The  rail  to  follow  Christ  comes  only 
after  we  have  repented.  Aftet  Christ's 
commands  to  repent  we  read  of  Hi* 
selection  of  the  first  disciples  No  one 
is  exempt  from  the  need  to  repent,  be 
cause  all  are  sinners  Onlv  those  who 
are  self-righteous  will  not  heed  the  call 
to  repent  of  their  sins 


The  young  disciples  had  no  way  of 
knowing  or  imagining  the  changes 
they  would  experience  when  they,  "left 
their  nets  an  a  followed  Him"  fMark 
1:18).  The  stage  was  being  set  for  the 
greatest  adventure  of  all  time.  They 
obeyed  the  call  of  the  Master  and  hy 
faith,  were  obedient  What  about  you 
and  me?  Did  you  know  God  bids  us  to 
follow  Hint  each  day?  Have  we  repent¬ 
ed  of  our  sins?  What  is  God  asking  of 
you  today?  What  do  you  need  to  let 
go  of  to  be  obedient  and  folly-  follow 
Him?  When  Jesus  calls,  what  will  he 
vour  response?  Answering  anti  follow¬ 
ing  the  call  of  Jesus  is  the  most  won¬ 
derful  and  blessed  adventure  you  can 
ever  take. 

If  you  are  a  parent,  you  know  the 
adventures  never  end.  The  4-vear-old 
daughter  of  mine  1  mentioned  ear¬ 
lier  is  now  15.  These  day  s.  1  -  pi.;L  d 
time  with  her  while  she  sits  behind 
the  wheel  of  my  vehicle  as  I  teach  her 
how  to  drive.  This  time,  I  ant  the  one 
a  bit  nervous  about  the  adventure.  I 
wonder  how  sillv  1  would  look  it  used 
the  pots  and  pans  for  a  helmet  again'1' 
■Witn  Jesus,  leave  the  posts  anti  pans 
in  the  kitchen  and  hist  follow' 

M.btiy  is  jiustor  of  llarpen  ill, 

<  'hurch.  Harncrnlh  « 
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bench  in  2013  by  C.b  Prest 
dent  Barack  Obama,  "il! 
grant  summary  judgment 
Cochran  regarding  his  free 

speech  and  free  exercise  of  re¬ 


ligion  claims  “because  the  i  itv 
has  admit!  -d  it  Considered  his 
religious  speech  when 1  sus¬ 
pending  and  firing  him.  The- 


Cochran  is  currently  chief 
operating  officer  ol  Kluahcth 
Church,  a  multi-site  hurch  in 
the  Atlanta  area.  He  served  on 
the  Resolutions  Committee  at 
the  to  [Q  Si  Kit  hern  Baptist  I  on 
,  -its 1 1  ne  v'tiic  atiit  present' 
a  te-obitl'Mi  afhnmnv  So  al  t  ri. 
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Union  Univ.  scores  big  win  against  fed  government 

|| I  I)  >|||||  - - JACKSON,  Term  (BP)  -  ■■■■  'Rights  of  conscience  were  enshrined  in 

;  Union  University  in  Jackson,  ■  the  y  5  Constitution  as  the  first  freedom 

;  ^inXT^al government  '  hope  Un.on  will  always  be  a  place i  that 

.  I  concerning  the  Obama  admin-  stands  for  such  God-given  rights. 

Samuel  W.  Oliver 
Union  University  president 


ist  ration’s  mandate  through 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services  (HHS) 
that  the  Baptist-affiliated 
school  provide  abortion-caus¬ 
ing  drugs  as  part  of  its  employ¬ 
ee health  plans. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  set¬ 
tlement,  the  U.S.  government 
agreed  that  the  mandate  was  a 
violation  of  the  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  Restoration  Act  (RFRA) 
and  that  under  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court’s  decision  in  the 
Burwell  v.  Hobby  Lobby  case, 
it  imposed  a  “substantial  bur¬ 
den’  on  Union’s  free  exercise 
of  religion. 

"We  reioice  over  this  out¬ 
come  in  which  the  government 
acknowledges  that  the  contra¬ 
ception  mandate  would  impose 
a  substantia]  burden  on  our 
exercise  of  religion  and  violate 
the  Religious  Freedom  Resto¬ 
ration  Act,"  said  Union  Uni¬ 
versity  President  Samuel  W. 
Oliver  said. 

“We  believe,  based  on  the 
Bible,  that  life  begins  at  con¬ 
ception.  We  went  to  court  to 
defend  religious  liberty,  the 
right  to  believe  and  to  live  ac¬ 


cording  to  those  beliefs,  and  Obamacare,  violated  the  uni- 
we  are  glad  that  religious  lib-  versity’s  rights  not  only  under 
erty  prevailed.  RFRA  but  also  under  the  First 

‘Rights  of  conscience  were  and  Fifth  Amendments  of  the 
enshrined  in  the  U.S.  Constitu-  U.S,  Constitution  and  the  Ad- 
tion  as  the  first  freedom.  I  hope  ministrative  Procedures  Act. 
Union  will  always  be  a  place  ‘Causing  the  death  of  the 
that  stands  for  such  God-given  emb.yo  conflicts  with  Union 
rights,’ Oliver  said.  University's  beliefs  based  on 

The  agreement  specifies  Scripture,"  the  Union  lawsuit 
that  Union’s  employee  health  stated.  “Therefore,  Union  Urn- 
plans  are  permanently  ex-  versity  has  religious-ba«:d  ob- 
empt  from  the  HHS  contra-  jection  to  drugs  and  devices 
ception  mandate.  that  kill  the  embryo  and  to  ed- 

The  settlement  follows  new  ucation  and  counseling  related 
rules  issued  Oct.  6  by  the  ad-  to  the  use  of  these  abortion- 
ministration  of  current  U.S.  causing  drugs  and  devices. 
President  Donald  Trump  to  ex-  The  lawsuit  also  said  the 
empt  entities  from  the  mandate  mandate  “forces  Union  Uni- 
based  on  their  religious  beliefs,  versity  to  choose  between  its 
Union  filed  one  of  56  law-  sincerely-held  religious  be- 
suits  involving  more  than  140  liefs  and  the  government-im- 
faith-based  plaintiffs  against  posed  adverse  consequences 
the  Obama  administration  of  non-compliance, 
mandate  in  2014  that  sought  a  As  part  of  the  settlement, 
judgment  declaring  the  aboiti-  the  government  agreed  to  pay 
facie  nt  mandate  of  the  Afford-  the  Bulk  of  the  legal  fees  that 
able  Care  Act,  also  known  as  Union  accrued. 


THE  GOOD  FIGHT  -  Union  University  in  Jackson.  Tn..  wc 
crucial  victory  in  the  nation*/,  ie  battle  against  providing  bu 
control  and  abortion-causing  •  jrugs  to  employees  under  the 
Obama  administration's  order  to  do  so:  (BP  photo) 


ual  sin  includirg  pornogra¬ 
phy  as  a  majo;  contemporary 
evu  that  mus1  be  addressed  in 
■HI  Christian  dis/ipleship. 

_ _  direc-  “The  conversation  that 

lurch  of  God  (COG)  needs  to  happen  in  churches, 
’  that  needs  to  happen  in  dis- 

“pleship  group,  that  needs  to 
happen  with  parents  in  homes, 
is  what  does  it  really  look  like 

_ _ _ _  —  in  a  porn-saturated  world, 

work,  offered  additional  in-  in  a  sex -obsessed  world  - 
sight  on  the  panel.  what  does  it  really  look  like  to 

Research  indicates  that  be-  live  out  that  prayer  of  Jesus,  to 
fore  the  age  of  n,  93%  of  boys  be  in  the  world  and  not  of  it?' 

'  '  . . .  Inserra  said.  “It’s  a  daily  war. 

We  walk  into  battle  as  God's 
missionaries  ever)  single  day.* 
Parents  should  anticipate 
their  children's  exposure  to 
porn  and  teach  them  in  ad¬ 
vance  how  to  respond,  Martin 
said.  Among  pointers  offered 
to  parents  and  churches  dur¬ 
ing  the  webinar: 

■  Communicate  the  need 
for  modesty  in  dress  and 
behavior  without  blaming 
women  for  men's  sexual  fail¬ 
ures,  nor  making  women 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Churches  The  free,  one-hour  webinar, 
and  parents  must  model  and  Parents,  Kids,  and  Pomogra- 
emphasize  a  godly  respect  for  phy:  Attack  on  a  Generation, 

human  sexuality  to  protect  also  included  a  panel  discus- 

children  from  the  pervasive  sion  led  by  Da' 

and  savvy  culture  of  pornogra-  tor  of  the  — -  . 

phy,  said  speakers  in  a  religious  Department  of  Youth  and  Dis- 
webinsr  in  mid-November.  cipieship.  Indiana  COG  youth  cipl 
No  longer  adequate  are  the  director  Josh  Martin  and  De-  j 
internet  niters  on  which  par-  wayne  Moree,  founder  of  the  L  . 
ents  have  relied  to  prevent  Youth  Ministry  Coaching  Net 
exposure  to  pornography, 
said  Dean  Inserra,  lead  pas- 
tar  of  City  Church,  a  Southern 
Baptist  congregation  in  Tal¬ 
lahassee,  FI.  He  was  the  main  v — 

speaker  in  the  webinar  hosted  have  viewed  pornography, 
by  the  interfaith  Religious  Al-  webinar  participants  said.  In 
Uance  Against  Pornography  addition,  12%  -  15%  (close  to 
(RAAP).  too  million)  of  all  websites  are 

“Let’s  be  wise  and  have  fil-  pornographic  in  nature.  Anxi 
ters  in  place,  but  it’s  got  to  be  ety,  depression,  addiction,  and 
deeper  than  that.  It's  got  to  peer  victimization  are  all  by- 
gp  to  the  heart,"  Inserra  said,  products  of  porn  exposure  and 
TVe've  got  to  create  a  differ-  use,  speakers  said, 
ent  environment.  We  have  to  “We  need  to  kind  of  get  our 
be  distinct  from  the  world  and  heads  out  of  the  sand  and  re¬ 
raise  up  a  church  that  is  un-  alize  that  we  live  in  this  world 
afraid  to  say  as  a  male,  these  now  that  is  saturated  with  it 
things  matter.  everywhere,  and  we  can’t  con- 

v*As  a  male,  this  is  one  of  trol  it,“  Inserra  said.  ‘It  means  scapegoat: 
the  greatest  responsibilities  that  pornography  is  now  com-  ■  Cou 
that  God  has  given  me,  that  ing  to  us.“  falsehood 

1  respect,  care  for,  love,  look  Alleged  and  admitted  sex-  boys*  by  t 
out  for  and  protect  women,  es-  ual  abuse,  rape,  and  sexual  come  mer 
pecially  in  this  area,*  Inserra  harassment  claims  that  have  ful,  humb) 
said,  referencing  the  #MeToo  grown  from  the  Harvey  Wein-  protective 
campaign  that  has  exposed  al-  stein  scandal  are  indicative  ■  Chun 
legations  of  widespread  sexual  of  the  harm  pornography  has  ally  tackle 
abuse  In  Hollywood,  business,  been  shown  to  instigate,  In-  modeling, 
politics.  and  other  arenas.  serra  said.  He  described  sex-  preaching. 


